LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



L (Currently Amended) A device for effecting the, in paiticular continuous[[,]] 
treatment[[,]] preferably the cleaning, of a metal strip f2) by means of a treatment liquid, paiticularly 
a pickling liquid, comprising: 

at least one tank treatment for accommodating a treatment liquid: 

a guide for guiding the metal strip being guided, prefeiably horizontally, through the at least 
one treatment tank if) for acconraiodating the a treatment liquidL[[,]] paiticularly a pickling tank, 
with 

at least one pump circulation tank (3), preferably two pump circulation tanks, for at least one 
of preparing or^ storing and/or and holding the treatment liquid, the pump circulation tank f3) being 
arranged directly under the treatment tank ft^, chaiactcrizcd in that the at least one pump circulation 
tank (3) has having a bottom (17), having with a slope over the its entire length, wherein the slope 
being is aligned in at least one of in the strip mnning direction and/or and transversely in relation to 
the strip mnning direction. 

2. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 1 , chai - acterized in that wherein the 
treatment tank ft) is configured as a shallow tank. 

3. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 2, further comprising chaiacterizcd 
in that the taiik (1) is configured with at least one cover on the treatment tank . 

4. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in one of the preceding claims, chai - actcrizcd 
in that claim 1, wherein the pump circulation tank (3) and the treatment tank fi^ form a unit. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in o ne o f the preceding claims, chaiacierizcd 
ill that claim 1, wherein the treatment tank f¥) is structurally mounted on the at least one pump 
circulation tank f3). 

6. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in une of the picceding claims, chai - acterizcd 
in that the claim 1, further comprising a contact surface between the treatment tank t*) and the at 
least one pump circulation tank (3) is pr o vided with and a seal in the con tact surface t*8). 

7. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in one of tlie preceding claims, chaiactcrizcd 
in that the claim L wherein the treatment tank has a bottom (9) of llic tank(l) that forms the a cover 
for the at least one pump circulation tank f3). 

8. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in one of the preceding claims, chai - actcnzed 
in that claim 1. wherein the treatment tank ft) and the pump circulation tank fSj are piuduced from 
comprised of a plastic, preferably polypropylene. 

9. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in uiic uf tlie preceding claims, chai - acterized 
in that claim 1, wherein the treatment tank fi) and the at least one pump circulation tank (3) are 
produced fr o m comprised of rubberized steel. 

10. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in uue of the preceding claims, 
chaiacterized in that the tank (1) is connected to the at least one pump cii ' culation tank (3) via daim 
1. further comprising run-off chambers (4) and/or via or at least one mn-off <6) accommodating a 
change in length connecting the treatment tank to the at least one pum p circulation tank. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in claim 10. wherein on e of the preceding 
claims, chaiaLtciized in that the run-off t6) is arranged centrally in the tank (1), seen in the strip 
running direction. 

12. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in one of the prccc^diiig claims, 
chaiactcrizcd in that claim 10, wherein the treatment tank fij has a bottom (9) sloping down toward 
the mn-off (6). 

13. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in one of the picccding claims, 
chai - actcrizcd in that the claim 1. further comprising a space in the mn-off chamber f4) between the 
a separating wall fH) in the run-off chamber and the an outside wall of the run-off chamber^ 
a flap closing the space can be closed in a gastight manner and the flap by a flap (10) which can be 
actuated from the outside the tanks and the chamber . 

14. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in one of the preceding claims, 
i :harflr tf rirH H '' ^ ^ , f'" ^'- wn »i l;i tiii g AnA/nv vi - n » ing t h p . pnmp circulati o n tank (3\ claim L further 
comprising at least one connecting line (14) is arranged between the pump circulation tank f3) and 
the treatment tank for at least one of ventilating and venting the pump circulation tank fi). 

15. (Currently Amended) The device as claimed in one of the preceding claims, 
chai - acterized in that the claim 1 , further comprising pumps for pumping treatment liquid is delivened 
from the at least one pump circulation tank f3) into the treatment tank (1) by means of pumps . 

16. (Currently Amended) A method for modifying a treatment devic e, pneferably for 
cleaning, o f for a metal strip by means o f a treatment liquid, paiticulai ' ly a pickling liquid, wherein 
the metal strip is being guide d, pieferably horizontally, through at least one treatment tank; 
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pailiculaily a deep tank, for accommodating the treatment liquid, the method comprising: 
chaiactcrized 

[[-]] in that removing the treatment tank is i - cmoved , 

[[-]] in that instalhng a shallow treatment tank and a pump circulation tank air installed in place of 
the removed treatment tank wherein , 

[[-]] in that a bottom is provided for the pump circulation tank, having has a bottom with a slope 
over the entire length of the bottom , wherein the slope being is aligned in at least one of the strip 
running direction and/ o r and transversely in relation to the strip running direction, for causing the 
largely complete emptying of the pump circulation tank or the shallow treatment tank. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 16, chai - actcrized In that a bot to m 
is piovidedfor wherein the shallow treatment tank[[,]] having has a bottom with a slope over the 
entire length, the slope being aligned in the strip running direction. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in cither of claims 16 and 17, 
cliaracterized in that claim 15. further comprising arranging the at least one pump circulation tank 
is aiTanged directly under the shallow tank. 

19. (New) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the metal strip is guided horizontally 
and the treatment liquid is a pickling liquid. 

20. (New) The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the guide is operable to guide the strip 
horizontally through the treatment tank. 



00698377.1 



-9- 



